* | 
MEMORIAL. 
3 T8 
ff, 

| 5 
In Be half of the 
ROMAN CATHOLICS 
o Yr 
EDINBURGH and GLASGOW; 
CONTAINING, 
An ACcouNT of the late RioT againſt them 
On the Socond and following Days of February, 17793 


COLLECTED FROM THE - 


PuBL1c PatxTts, Authentic Letters aud Perſons of 
the moſt Reſpeftable Characters, who were Eye Wit- 
neſſes of the Inhuman Scene. al 


THE SECOND EDITION. 


LOND O N: 
+ Printed, and Sold by J. P. Cocu Lian, Duke-Street, 
Groſvenor-Square,' 


MDCCLXXIX, 


IN D 


5. 


- 2 — 9 2 . — a i * 
r 


r TY 
E 


IIS. 


: 
L x; 
: : 3 
1 2 
4 
: 
. —_ 
: „ 
1 * 
- a 
_— | 
. 2 *. 
e 
1 q 
: A N 
* ” 
. 4 
PR 
: * 4 
* 
1 5 
4 
1 
= 
* 2 
17 
* 1 * * 
"x27 
- 
0 * 
: 2 * 
* > 4 7 


= 
* 


ate VER 
> 2 > * 32 Oo 


_. 
2. . 


ff 


mn 


try, have been put in Execution, the Nation 


MEMORIAL, Sc. 


S nothing is more ſhocking to the 
humane and generous Sentiments of 
the Britiſh Nation, and to that univerſal 
Benevolence which we owe to cur fellow. 
creatures, than to perſecute a man merely 
for conſcience ſake ; ſo we find almoſt in 
every inſtance, where the ſevere Penal 
Laws that ſtand again! Papilts in this Coun- 
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in general has utterly diſclaimed their being 
puniſhed for their Religion, and always al- 
| ledyed that the Severities they underwent, 
were inflicted upon them as Enemies to 
Government and to Society. The Roman 
Catholics on their part, conſcious of the 
Innocence of their Doctrines, and of their 
Attachment to their King and happy Con- 
ſtitution, have long wiſhed for an Opportu. 
nity of convincing their fellow Subjeas how 
little they deſerved the CharaQters either of 
bad Subjects, or bad Citizens, and have en- 
deavoured by the moſt inoffenſive and 
peaceable Demeanour, to ſhew the contrary 
to the world. For the truth of this they ap- 
peal to all that know them in Great Bri- 
tain. | | 
Indeed the liberal and humane Senti- 
ments, which in ſo particular a manner 
have diſtinguiſhed the Engliſh nation on all 
occaſions, and eſpecially in this enlightened 
age, ſeem for ſome time paſt to have been 
getting the better of their former Prejudices 

againſt 


8 3 
againſt the Roman Catholics : Convinced 
by experience that their principles and 
practices, when diveſted of the falſe colour- 


ing under which they had been diſguiſed 


by party zeal and blind enthuſiaſm, were at 
leaſt no worſe than thoſe of other people; 
the nation has looked upon them of late with 
a more favourable Eye, and the ſevere pe- 
nal Laws under which they groan, have 
been conſidered by all the generous and 
humane, as a diſgrace to the Country which 
gave them birth. | 
Theſe liberal Sentiments had become fo 
peneral in the nation, that in Spring, 1778, 
the Engliſh Catholics were encouraged to 
apply to Parliament for a relaxation of thoſe 
ſeverities, to which they had been ſo long 
ſubjected ; and the Parliament, by a conduct 
worthy of itſelf, heard their petition with 
pleaſure, and granted their requeſt to the 
full. a 
The Roman Catholics of Scotland, who 
had not been wanting in giving every proof 
in their power of their attachment to their 
| King 
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King and the Conſtitution, and many of 
whom had engaged in the ſervice of their 
Country ia the laſt war, and loſt their lives 
in promoting her glory, and extending her 
dominions, naturally expected that this In- 
dulgence would have been extended to them 
allo at the ſame time, and applied for it ac. 
coraingly ; but as the Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment was then near an end, it was judged 
more expedient to delay this extenſion to 
another occaſion : However, they were 
comforted under this diſappointment, by the 
repeated aſſurances given them, both in 
public and private, by Men in Authority, 
that whatever was then granted to the Eng- 
lifh Catholics, ſhould the very next Scion 

of Parliament be extended to Scotland. 
From this Period which was in May 
2778, no ſhadow of oppoſition againſt 
this Relaxation of the penal Laws appeared, 
till the Month of October; nay, the Ge- 
neral aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
which was fitting at the time the Engliſh 
act paſſed, rejetied by a majority of above 
| and 


(6 
an hundred voices, a motion made to re. 
monſtrate againſt it. In the month of 
October a ſcurrilous Pamphlet was pub- 
liſhed by a N on- jurant Clergy-man at Edin- 
burgh, againſt the Roman Catholics, printed 
at the Expence of the Society for propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, and induſ- 
triouſly ſpread among all ranks of People, 
The purport of this was, to repreſent the 
Roman Catholics as odious to Society, and 
unworthy of any favour from Government, 
and of holding tenets inimical to both ; and, 
conſidering the time and the ſubject of this 
production, it was evidently calculated to 
defeat the the Deſigns of the Legiſlature, to 
deprive our Country of the Aſſiſtance to be 
expected from Roman Catholics, and to 
perpetuate the Miſery to which they were 
expoſed by the Laws. 

It was not long before the Effects of this 


Pampblet appeared. The Synod of Glaſ- 


gow met ſoon aſter, ſeveral of its Members 
were inflamed to the higheſt degree againſt 


the Catholics, expreſſed themſelves in the 
moſ} 
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(6) 
moſt violent manner, and reſolutions were 
taken in the Synod to oppoſe any Bill m 
favour of the Roman Catholics in Scotland, 
The Zeal of this Synod immediately infected 
the Populace, and the Sunday following, 
being the 18th of Oftober, while a handful 
of poor Catholices were met together in a 
private houſe, to ſay their prayers, the 
Mob rofe upon them about twelve o Clock- 
aſſaulted the houſe, broke all the windows, 
mal-treated ſome of the People, entered the 


| houſe itſelf, and pillaged it, and continued 


in this 110tous manner till near eight at 
night, without the ſmalleſt interpoſition of 
the Civil Magiſtrate at the time, or the leaft 
notice being taken of it ſince. 
The Reſolutions of the Synod of Glaf- 
gow, having been publiſhed in the News- 
papers, were immediately followed by thoſe 
of two or three more, and it was expected 
this flame would immediately ſpread over 
the whole Nation; eſpecially if the ſame 


meaſures ſhould be adopted by the Synod 
of Lothian and Tweddale, which met at 


Edin- 


„ 

Edinburgh in the Month of November, 
and on whoſe Conduct the Eyes of all were 
fixed. But tho ſeveral of the Members of 
that Synod, ſaid the moſt bitter and viru- 
lent things againſt the Roman Catholic 
Bill, yet the reſolution of the Synod was 
worthy of the humane and generous Sen- 
iments of the Majority of its Members; 
they refuſed to have any hand in oppoſing 
the mild intentions of Government, for giv- 
ing relief to their innocent fellow Sub- 
jets, 

It was now thought, that this Example of 
Moderation would have a proper influence 
on the Minds of the People, and ſtop any 
further oppoſition on the part of the Clergy, 
but it had a very contrary Effect. A few hot- 
headed Zealots in Edinburgh, ſeeing the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, {as they imagined), aban- 
doned by their Clergy, held ſome Meetings 
together, and formed themſelves into a So- 
ciety, which they dignified with the Pom 
pous title, of Committee for the Proteſtant In- 

kereſt. 
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1 2 
tereſt. They publiſhed in the News-papers 
their reſolutions of oppoſing the Popiſh Bill, 
invited all the nation to correſpond with? 
and aſſiſt them in their Deſign, and a moſt 
inflamatory and flanderous libel was pub- 
liſhed in all the Papers, to ſpirit up the 
People againſt the Roman Catholics, and 
ſigned by R. L. one of their members. 
It was natural for the People in Scotland, 
whoſe Prejudices and Sentiments coincided | 
vith the views of this Committee, on ſeeing 
the airs of Importance they aſſumed, to 
imagine they were People of Rank, Learn- 
ing, and Authority, otherwiſe it is impoſſible 
to conceive, how ſuch a number could have 
acceded to their Meaſures, or truſted them 
with the important taſk of oppoſing the Le- 
giſlature, or have ſo liberally opened their 
purſes at their requeſt, But they, con- 
ſcious of their own infignificancy, and pre- 
ſuming on the prejudices of the vulgar, took 
care never to let their names be known, but 
concealed themſelves under the ſhadow of 


their ſelf-· aſſumed pompous title. 
| | However 
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However, they have been ſince diſcovered 
to the world, and a hit of their Names and 
Deſignations publiſhed in the Caledonian 
Mercury, for February Sth, and it is here 
ſubjoined that the world may ſce with amaze- 
ment, from how ſmall a ſpark ſo great a 
flame has been kindled, and that the mem- 
bers of this celebrated Committee have net- 
ther Rank, Learning, nor Authority to re- 
commend them. | 


William Dixon, Dyer Preſes. 

Richard Lake, Writer, in Edinburgh, 

James Miller, Glover. 

Charles Wallace, Hoſier. 

Patrick Bowie, formerly a Weaver, now 
Accomptant's Clerk in Old Bank. 

John Welch, Goldimith. | 
Joſeph Lauchlan, Intaker for ſeveral 
Bleachfields. 

Alexander Ritchie, Las n Market, Mer- 
chant. | 

Walter Scot, Dealer in Tar and Iron. 

David Grant, one of the Teachers in 


Watſon's Hoſpital. 
B Alex- 
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Alexander Moubray, one of the Clerks in 
the Truſtee's Office. | 
Alexander Bonner, a Banker's Clerk. 
Ralph Bowie, a Writer's Apprentice, ſaid 
to be Clerk to the above Committee. 
However improbable it may appear, that 
a ſet of ſuch inſignificant People, could 
have raiſed ſuch a flame in the nation, yet 
it muſt be owned, that the ſupport they re- 
ceived from the violent Declamations of 
many Miniſters, the indolence of the Civil 
Magiſtrate in not ſuppreſſing their illegal 
and ſeditious meetings betimes, nay even 
allowing them to be held in the principal 
Church of the City, and the other means 
uſed by them to inflame the minds of the 
People, could not fail to produce the Effect 
that enſued. The fear of Popery diſplayed 
by an artful hand, is a bugbear which never 
fails to terrify the minds of the People of 
this Country. This was held out to the 
Nation by the Committee and their Correſ- 
pondents, in the moſt odious Colours: Ad- 


vertiſements in the News- papers, Reſolutions 
| of 
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of Boroughs, Pariſhes, and private Socicties, 
and ſeveral inflammatory Pamphlets, were 
filled with the moſt ſlanderous miſrepreſen- 
tations of this nature, and in particular a 
Pamphlet was. publiſhed by the Committee 
itſelf, intitled, 4 fhort view of the Statutes 
in Scotland againſt Popery, wherein they nei- 
tber ſpare King, Parliament, nor Clergy, 
of which two thouſand Copies by their own 
Acknowledgment, were diſtributed gratis to 
all concerned, and particularly tranſmitted to 
the royal Boroughs and other Towns in Scol- 
land. 
The Roman Catholics ſeeing things 
come to ſuch a height, and not knowing to 
what Exceſs the fury of the populace might 
go in raiſing Sedition and Diſturbance in the 
Country, reſolved of their own accord, to 
give up all further thoughts of applying to 
Parliament for the wiſhed for Indulgence, 
chuſing rather to ſacrifice their own eaſe, 
than endanger the Peace of their Country, 
their Repreſentatives ſignified this their Re- 
folution in a Letter to Lord North, and it 

B 2 was 
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was inſerted in the London Chronicle, þ 
Thurſday the 28th January. They hoped | 
this Proof of their Submiſſion and peace- N 


able Diſpoſition, would ſatisfy their Enemies 
but they were miſtaken, their enemies 
being determined to wreck their unprovoked 


vengeance. upon them in a more ſenſible 
manner. The Roman Catholics of Edin- 
burgh having no place to meet in, for their 


Religious Duties, but a private Room in a 
touſe in Black Friars Wynd, which they 


frequented in the moſt cautious manner. In 


Spring 1777, that is almoſt a year before 
there was any thought of the Indulgence 
granted to the Engliſh Catholics, B. Hay 
got poſſeſſion of a new dwelling houſe 
which was then building ina moſt retired 


and private part of the town, and fitted up 


one apartment of it, for a more commo— 


dious place for them to meet in. He was 
encouragcd to this by ſeveral of his Proteſt- 


ant acquaintances, who naturally imagined 


that fince the Roman Catholics were allow- 
ed an Exiſtence, and their meetings conni- 
ved at, it was of little Conſequence to the 
Public 
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Public whether they met. in one part of the 
town or another, in an old houſe, or in a 
new. B. Hay not contented with this En. 


couragement, took Care when the houſe was 


building, to inform one of the officers of the 
Crown of the Deſign of it, and at the ſame 


time to let him know that if any legal Come 
plaint ſhould be made againſt him, he would 
ſhut it up if deſired. | 

The Committee and their friends were 
not wanting to make a handle of this houſe 
for promoting their Deſigns. They repre- 
ſented it to the public as a moſt daring In- 
ſolence, and alledged the building a public 
Chapel, as a proof of the audacity of Papiſts 
and the like; yet it is well known to all Edin- 
burgh, that there was not the leaſt outward 
appearance of a Chapel there, that the whole 
building was in the form of a dwelling-houſe, 
that four different families, beſides Mr. Hay's 
were actually dwelling in its different flats, 
and that it was but thirty- four feet long. 
However the vulgar ſoon catched the flame 


enkindled by theſe Incendiaries, and they 
relolved, 
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reſolved, not only to deprive the Catholics 
of this private retreat, but alſo of the other 
in Black Friars W ynd, where they ſtill ere; 
for it is carefully to be obſerved that the 
new houſe had never yet been opened as a 
place of meeting, nor had the Catholics ever 
been aſſembled in it. 

A general report prevailed ſince Novem- 


ber laſt, that the mob, ſtirred up by the 


Committee, had determined to pull down 
the new houſe. This report became more 
threatening ſince the beginning of January, 
and about the middle of that month, the 
moſt inflammatory hand- bills were publicly 
proclaimed through the Streets, and dis- 
perſed among the people. In one of thele, 
which was called the Blue Blanket, the In- 
corporations of Edinburgh were put in 
mind, that they had been eretted into an 
order fome hundred years ago, for the De- 
fence of Liberty, and what their Anceſtors 
had formerly done againſt Papiſts, was diſ- 
played to their view, as an example for 


them to follow. About the ſame time, a 


number 


(-48 3 
number of threatening Letters were dropt 
in the ſtreets, and even in the houſes of 
Catholics, or ſent to them by the Penny- 
Poſt, threatening their Perſons, . their Hou- 
ſes, their Property, and their Chapels with 
Deſtruftion except they reformed. Some 
of the lower Claſs came even to their 
houſes, and ſhops, and threatened them by 


word of mouth to the ſame purpoſe. To- 


wards the end of January great numbers of 
Incendiary Letters of the following tenor 
were dropt in all Corners of the City, 
« Men and Brethren, 
© Whoever ſhall find this Letter, will 
e take as a warning to meet at Leith Wynd 
* on Wedneſday next in the Evening, to 
“„ pull down that pillar of Popery ws 
* erected there,” 
Edinburgh Jan. 29 
1779. A PROTESTANT.” 
“P. S. Pleaſe to read this carefully, 
keep it clean, and drop it ſome where 
* ae.” 
For King and Country.” 
is « UNITY.” T 
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The Roman Catholics by this time were 
in the greateſt panic, and night and day 
were alarmed with the proſpect of the fatal 
moment. It was no more ſafe for them to 
fleep in their own houſes, and many did ac- 
tually abandon them. A Roman Catholic 
could ſcarce appear in the Streets without 
being pointed at, and accoſted with this or 
the like ſalutation, There is a Papiſt, a 
black Papiſt, knock him down. ſhoot him. 
What rendered their Condition the more 
deplorable, was, that few or none of them 
had any acquaintance with, or acceſs to, 
Perſons in Power, or in the Magiſtracy : | 
and after the town Council had joined the 
other Incorporations, to. oppoſe the Bill, 
their minds were filled with the moit gloomy 
apprehenſions ; becauſe now they ſaw them- 
ſelves deprived of that Encouragement 
and protection which they flattered. them- 
ſelves they might have expeQted from the ma- 
giſtrates, and which their former Neutrality 
had given them. In this manner they ſpent 
all the laſt week of January, and though 
their Situation could not be unknown to 
any 


„ 
any Perſon in the City, yet none of thoſe 


in Power ever enquired after tem, to give 


them any Comfort, or to offer them any 

Protection againſt the Evils with which mw 
were'ſo publicly threatened. 

On Saturday afternoon being the goth 

| January, a number of the Rabble aſſembled 


about Mr. Hay's new houſe, inſulted his Ser- 


- vants and others, broke ſome of the windows 
- aril-contiriued till late at night in this riotous 
behaviour. Next night and Monday morn- 
. ing, a general alarm was ſpread through the 
f City chat one of the three following Days 
vas fixed upon, for pulling down or burning 


both the new-houſe, and the one in Black 


Friats Wynd, and for deſtroying the ſhops 
and houſes of other principal Catholics in 
Torn. For this reaſon, on Monday morn- 
ing a Roman Catholic Gentleman waited on 
the Lord Provoſt, and informed him of the 
alarm the Catholics had received and the 
dreadful apprehenſions they were under for 
their perſons and effects, and begged his 


Lordſhip's Protection far them, as Subjekts 
C and 


(18 ) 

and Citizens, He anſwered he would do all 
in his power to prevent any harm, and would 
call a meeting of the Deacons of the Incor- 
porations, and caution them to uſe their In- 
fluence with their People, to diſſuade them 
from having any hand in the intended riot. 
That fame day Lieutenant Ralph Dundaſs, 
regulating Officer for the Impreſs Service at 
Leith, came to Edinburgh with his Preſs- 
Gang, whom he concealed in the ſuburbs : 
be then went to the Provoſt and told him, 
he had certain information. of the intended 
riot, and offered with his Tars to defend 
the town from all danger, and only begged 
leave to pick up ſome of thoſe idle fellows 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, whom he ſhould 
find engaged in any tumult. His | Lordſhip 
not only refuſed the proffered aſſiſtance, but 
forbid the Captain or his Men to come near 
the City, and accordingly he and his Gang 
returned to Leith. 

That very afternoon, a greater number of 
the rabble aſſembled about Mr. Hay's houſe, 
broke more of the windows, and beſieged 
the 
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the gate in ſuch a manner that it was diffi. 
cult for any perſon either to get out or in; 
and as the many ſeditious means uſed to 


excite the People to rage againſt the Ca- 


tholics, and the Inſults which the rabble 
had already offered to many among 


| them, had not only been let paſs with 


Impunity, but even without the leaſt no- 
tics being taken of them, they ſeemed 
to have acquired ſuch a Degree of auda- 
city, as to be ripe for any Exceſs. Ac- 
cordingly on Tueſday the 2d February, a- 
bout twelve o'Clock at noon, the rabble 
began again to aſſemble about Mr, Hay's 
houſe, broke the windows, and inſulted the 
fervants and others as before. About two 
o'Clock their numbers being greatly en- 
creaſed, they became ſo outrageous, that 


two Gentlemen, who were within, were ob- 


hged to provide for their own ſafety by 
flight, as the Stones were pouring in ſo faſt 
on all ſides, that they could ſtand it no lon. 
ger, and with much-ado eſcaped the fury of 
the Mob. Their firſt buſineſs was, to give 
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immediate notice to the Magiſtrates of what 
was doing, and to call the City Guard io 
their Aſſiſtance. This Guard is maintained 
by the Inhabitants, on purpoſe. to preſerve 
the peace of the City, and to be ready on. 
the firſt warning of any diſturbance, to 
give the moſt ſpeedy aid : Accordingly, if 
only a parcel of Boys ſhould te a fancy 
to inſult any houſe, even of baff fame, up- 
on the firſt notice given, this Guard always 
flies totheir aſſiſtance. But in the prelent caſa 
their Behaviour was very different; for 
when informed they were of what was doing at | 
Mr. Hay's houſe, and intreated to go and | 1 
defend it, their anſwer was, Tat @ proficr 174 
force ſhould be ſent, when the Mob ſhould * 
commit ſuch violence, as to Tuft / the em- 
ploying of force. In the mean time the 
mob {till encreaſed, and raged withont Con- 
troul. About five o'Clock, the other ſa- 
mily's within, ſeeing the Doors ready to be 
forced, thought it high time to provide for 
themſelves by flight, and were glad to ſa- 
erifice their property to fave their Lives, 


and 
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and eſcaped with much difficulty by a backs 
door. Scarce had they got off, when the 
doors were broke open, and the hauſe was 
filled in a moment. They immediately fell 
upan. the Doors, Preſſes, Drawers, Win; 
dows, Partitions, &c. all which were ſoon 
broke to pieces and deſtroyed. 

Some of thoſe who laſt eſcaped, run to 4 
ates houſe in Black Friars Wynd, to in- 
form friends there of their Danger, and in- 
treated them to leave that place. They 
were ſcarce gone a hundred yards from the 
door, when a party of the Mob was at their 
heels, forced the Doors of this Houſe alſo, 
and pillaged and deſtroyed all the furni- 
ture. In the mean time application was 
again, and again made to the City Guard 
for aſſiſtance, but the Captain anſwered he 
could do nothing without orders from the 
Provoſt. Upon this they immediately went 
in queſt of him; and having at laſt found 
bim, told him what was doing, and im- 
plored his aſſiſtance. He then went to the 
City Guard; (and it was now about fix 

| o'Clock 
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Clock) and upon enquiring what men 
could be ſpared, was told that only twelve 
were at hand. Upon this the Perſon 
who had called his Lordſhip, replied, 
that twelve-ſcore. would not ſuffice to diſe 
perſe the Mob that was gathered. While 
they were conſulting about this, the Duke 
of Buccleugh, with a Company of his men 
came down from the Caſtle: A new Con- 
fultation began, by. which, and by waiting 
till the reſt of the military ſhould arrive, it 
was paſt ſeven o'Clock before they got to 
the ſcene of Action. When they came 
there, the Duke of Buccleugh and his Of- 
Kcers, to their immortal honor, were 
ſhocked at what they ſaw going on, and ex- 
preſſed their Indignation in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, and as the Riot At had been read 
ſome time before, only waited Lord Pro- 
voſt's Orders to repel force by force, and 
fave the houſe. 5 | 

- When his Grace faw what the Mob was | 
intending, he defired the Lord Provoſt to 
give him leave to aft with the neceſſary vi- 
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gour, and undertook if he was allowed, to 
-prevent all further miſchief, but this leave 
being refuſed; he, in the ardor of his zeal 
ruſhed in amongſt the mob, and took five 
Priſoners with his own hand whom he de- 
livered to his men, but the Lord Provoſt 
immediately defired they might be relieved ; 
pom this his Grace replied that being there 
as a military man, under the command of 
the civil Magiſtrate, he would not releaſe 
them without expreſs orders: Thoſe Orders 
his Lordſhip immediately gave, and the 
priſoners were releaſed accordingly. His 
Grace finding himſelf thus unſupported, and 
inſulted by the mob on that account, ruſhed 
in again among them, and took three more 
vhom he delivered to a file of his men, and 
ſent to the Guard houſe to prevent their 
being releaſed as the others had been: but 
the Lord Provoſt in compliance with the de- 
fre of the mob, and intimidated by their 
threats, ſent immediate orders to the Offi- 
gers on guard to ſet them at liberty. 
5 The 
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The mob being now :abfolute maſters 
afted without controul, and very ſoon a cory 
was raiſed, from all- quarters, Set fire to the 
4iouſe. Accordingly, Hay, Straw, Tar Bar- 
xels, and other - combuſtible matter, which 
the mob'had:already prepared, were ſet on 
fire, in different paris of the bouſe; which 
When · Major Sir. James Jobhnſon perceived, 
he immediately ordered ſome of his men to 
ſorce their way into be honſe, and extin- 
guiſh the flames. This they chearſully did, 
and in a ſhort time had almoſt got the fire 
under, but the Provoſt ſeeing this, deſired 
Sir James to fecal his men. The: Major 
expreſſed his utmoſt ſurprize ati ſuch orders 
and refuſed to recal them unleſs his Lord- 
hip ſhauld give him poſitive orders to do 
10. The orders were immedliately given, 
the men were withdrawn, the flames ſoon 
-prevailed, and in a ffiort üme the whole 
vouſe was reduced to affies, with the beft 
part of the furniture of 1 * 
dwelt in it. 2 85 
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In the mean time, a Party of the mob 


were employed in plundcring and deſtroy- 


ing the ſhops and houſes of ſome other Ca- 
tholics, and the firſt they attacked was Mr. 


Danicl M Donald, Grocer, at the head of 


the Canon-gate. Some friends happening 
to be in bis ſhop at the time, kept the mob 
at bay, for a little, and found mcans to get 
his Wife and a ſucking Child in her arms 
conveyed away in a chait to the Callle, but 
the mob perceiving this, allaulted her fo 
furiouſly by the way, that ſbe ſainted twice 
beſore ſhe reached a place of Safety, | Aſter 
conſiderably damaging Mr. Ni Donald's 
ſhop, the mob then. went to aſſault the houle 
and ſhop of Mr. William Lockart, Shoe- 
maker, and in doing ſo, they expreffed 
ſuch a fury againſt his own perſon, that he 
was obliged to eſcape by a window in wo- 
men's cloaths, to ſave his life. 

In this outrageous manner they continu- 
ed moſt of that night, whilſt every Catholic 
in fear and trembling, expetted the next 
attack on hiraſelf, Thoſe who could fly, 
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or had any Proteſtant friend to receive 


them, fled, others remained and waited their 
fate with patience. 

Next morning about nine o'Clock, the mob 
aſſembled again with as much fury as ever, 
part of them went to deſtroy the walls of the 
new houſe which were yet ſtanding, and the 
reſt went to the other houſe in Black Friars 
Wynd, where they deſtroyed a very fine li- 
brary, conſiſting of ſeveral thouſand volumes, 
and broke to pieces or pillaged what re- 
mained of the furniture which had eſcaped 
them the night before; and this they did 
with all deliberation, in open day, ſeveral of 
the City guard ſtanding by, without making 
the leaſt attempt to hinder them. After 
compleating their work, to their entire 
ſatisfaction, they continued to go about in 
ſmall parties through the day making ſe- 
veral attacks on different places, and ap- 
pointed that night for the whole to re-aſ- 
ſemble and compleat the deſtruttion of eve- 


ry Catholic in the place, and of all others 


who had in any reſpett appeared favourable 
tO 


(7 1 

to their Bill, The Magiſtrates now dread- 
ing the conſequences of this reſolution, call- 
ed in ſome troops of dragoons who were ly- 
ing near Edinburgh. Theſe arrived about 
five o'clock, and were drawn up in the Can- 
non-gate. The mob ſoon aſſembled in 
great multitudes and with great fury, and in 
the preſence of the Dragoons, they re-attack- 
ed the ſhop of Mr. Daniel M'Donald which 
they had damaged the night before, and ut- 
terly deſtroyed it with all the goods it con- 
tained. With the ſame fury they returned 
to Mr. Lockart's ſhop, and compleated his 
deſtruction alſo. Part of them alſo attacked 
the houſes of Principal Robertſon and Mr. 
Croſhie the Advocate, but found them ſo 
well guardcd and prepared for a vigorous de- 
lence, that they were obliged to give over 
their attempt againſt them, 

Having now in a great mcaſure fatiated 
their fury, and the Dragoons patroling the 


Streets the whole night, no further Miſchief 


was done, though the mob continued in 


mall parties, and threatened till further 
D 2 devaſt- 
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Ceralation to the Objes of their Wrath. 
Things continued pretty quiet the two fol- 
lowing days, and on Saturday 6th February, 
the icllowing Proclamation appeared in the 
Edinburgh Papers. 


PROCLAMATION. 


The Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates, tak- 
ing into their ſerious conſideration the late 
tumuits which have diſturbed the peace of 
the City and being willing at the ſame time 
to remove the ſears and apprehenſions 
which have diſtreſſed the minds of 
many wcli-meaning people in this me- 
tropolis, with regard to the repcal of the 
penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, take this pub- 
lic opportunity of informing them and the 
public in general, that the Lord Provoft is 
authoriſed to allure them, that the Bill for 
that purpoſe is totally laid afide ; and there- 
fore it is expected, that ſuch perſons will 
careſully avoid connecting themſelves with 
any tumultuous allembiy ſor the future. 

After this public aſſurance, the Lord Pro- 
volt and Magiſtrates will take the moſt vi- 
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gorous m eaſures for repieſſing any tumul- 
tous or riotous meetings of the populace, 
which may hereafter ariſe; being ſatisfied 
that any future diſorders will proceed only 
from the wicked views of bad and deſigning 
men. 


GOD SAVE THE KING. 


People of conſideration were not a little 
amazed at this Proclamation, which ſeemed 
evidently to contain an approbation of all 
the Mob had done, and when compared 
with their own Conduct, gives no ſmall 


room to ſuſpe&, that they never ſeriouſly 


intended to defend the Sufferers from the 
Deſtuction with which they had been pub- 

| lickly threatened ſo long before, It is 
plain the Magiſtrates here acknowledge, 
that they had not hitherto taten the moſt vi- 
gorous meaſures for repreſſing the paſt tu- 
mults, whilſt they only threaten to do fo, 
for ſuch as may hereafter ariſe: And ſeeing 
that they are to look upon future Diforders, 
as proceeding only from the wicked views of 
bad and deſigning men, it would appear, that 
| they 
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they conſider the former diſorders as no 
wiſe blameable, and to uſe their own 


words as proceeding from Well-meaning 


People. 

The Populace in Glaſgow had been raiſed 
to no leſs fury againſt the Catholics, than 
thoſe at Edinburgh, and for ſome time had 
been threatening deſtruction againſt the 
few that reſided in that city. But as the Ca. 
| tholicks there had noClergyman among them 
and are but a handful of poor labouring 
People, the fury of the Mob was chiefly poin- 
ted againſt Mr. Robert Bagnal, from Stafford- 
ſhire, who had been ſettled there for ſome 
years in the Manufatturing of Stone-ware, 
Accordingly onTueſday the gth of February 
the Mob in Glaſgow following the Example 
of their Brethren in Edinburgh, roſe to re- 
new the ſame barbarous Scene. The fol- 
lowing Letter from Glaſgow, dated eight 
o Clock that night, appeared next Day in 
the Caledonian Mercury, I have only 
time to ſay, this place is all in an uproar ; 
© the Mob have begun with burning and 

deſtroy- 


tu) 

« deſtroying the Papiſts here. One Bagnel, 
« am afraid has his whole property de- 
« ſtroyed. The Magiſtrates and Military 
“are out, but to no purpoſe. .. . . Thus a 
«© day appointed for Faſting and Prayer, is 
turned into a Day of mobbing, burning 
* and deſtroying, I wiſh it were at an end, 
* 1 dread * Conſequences. The alarm 
Drum isi beating.“ 

A Letter from Mr. Bagnal himſelf, 
dated 10th February, gives the following 
more diſtin account of this barbarous 
riot. J write you this to let you know 
„ my unhappy ſtate ; the Mob began to 
** break my Windows on Tueſday about 
« eleven o'Clock ; upon which I wrote to 
the Magiſtrates for aſſiſtance, but they 
+ did not arrive at my houſe till four in the 
* afternoon : By this time all the Win- 
% dows on the out-fide of my Cloſe were 


“ demoliſhed. The Magiſtrates ſpoke to 


the Mob, and deſired them to go home, 
© and told me there ſhould be no more da- 


„mage done, They remained about ten 
minutes 
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te nutes, and they were not long gone 
* away, when the Mob returned again with 
greater fury. My poor Wife and Chil- 
% dren were obliged to run for their lives 
* to the City, for the Neighbours would 
* not let them ſtay in their houſes, I re- 
© mained 'till all my ſtore of Ware was 
&* thrown out of the Ware-houſe and broke 
“to pieces, and 'till I ſaw my houſe, and 
* all my furniture ſet on fire, and my kiln, 
„ which was full of ware broke down and 
t deſtroved. This Day they are employed 
“ in throwing down the Walls, and are go- 
* ing this night to Mob Mr. M*Donal d_ 
and the reſt of our poor people; May 
*« Almighty God protect and defend us.. 

After the Mob had deſtroyed my all, at 
t the works, they went to my retail ſhop in 
« the City and broke and pillaged all they 
« found there. The City Guard was indeed 
* called; but they ſtood and looked on, and 
« never offered the leaſt aſſiſtance.” 
* By good Providence my Books had 


& been balanced at the end of December 
laſt, 
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& laſt, where it appears, that my whole 
1 Stock amounted then to 162g]. 148. 5d. 
* and by the work which has been made 
*« ſince, I eſteem my loſs at a moderate 
„ computation, cannot be leſs than 2000l. 
* including the houſes.” 


We are at preſent in a very diſtreſſed 


@ Condition; I dare not be ſeen in the 
1 Streets, and have not ſeen my poor Wife 
& and Children ſince laſt night.“ 


 Tho' Mr. Bagnal in this Letter relates 


things as they then ſtood, yet from the fol- 

| lowing Letter publiſhed at Edinburgh in 

the Caledonian Mercury, February 1 3th, it 
appears that a timely ſtop has been put to 

any further miſchief at Glaſgow, by the Vi- 

gilance of the Magiſtrates there. 

Extract of a letter from Glaſeow, dated the 
12th inſt, from a Roman Catholic in that 
City, 

** I need not ſay much concerning our 

* troubles here. The ſcene on Tueſday laſt 

* was Indeed dreadful. I ſuppoſe Mr. Bag- 

„ nal has given you a full account of 

£* what was done to himſelf and family that 
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evening. The ſame ſcene of horror was 
intended to be renewed on us all next 
„ day, and on me in particular; but the 
God of goodneſs prevented it by the active 
meaſures taken by the Magiſtrates. They 
convened all the Deacons of the trades, 
„and each Deacon made choice of twenty 
% men of his own trade, and patrolled the 
* ſtreets every night ſince, the military do- 
te ing the ſame by themſelves, fo that order 
e and quietneſs is again reſtored. Yeſterday 
% vent to the Court, and overheard the 
« Dean of Guild, and brethren in Council 
„ fay, that the town of Glaſgow will chear- 
e fully pay every farthing of Mr. Bagnal's 
© 'Joſs, though it were twenty times more 
<« than it is.” | 7 

The leading men and the clergy are 
& aſhamed of what has happened, and 
© would do any thing to regain their reputa- 
& tion from the charge of ſo foul a crime 
& as perſecution for conſcience ſake. You 
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1 | & may eaſily judge of this from what follows: 
$1 0 Three of the miniſters here are doing all 
| 5 * the kindneſs they can underhand, to Mr. 
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* and Mrs. Bagnal, and rooms have been 
provided for the reception of their poor 
family till matters be ſettled. I hope 
people in power at Edinburgh are equally 
* attentive to the ſufferers there.” | 

Whether the Magiſtrates in Edinburgh, 
intend to do Juſtice to thoſe poor Sufferers 
or not, we cannot fay, but by the laſt ac- 
counts from that place, which are dated the 
18th Feb. they had not then taken the leaſt 
notice of them, nor made any enquiry after 
them, though they could not but know the 
diſtreſſed Situation they muſt be in, having 
neither houſe nor home of their own, nor 
even daring to appear in the Strects to .do 
any thing for themlelves. 

But though their whole behaviour in this 
affair gives little room to expect any redreſs 
from them *, it is to be hoped the Britiſh 
Nation will not ſuffer ſo enormous a breach 
of juſtice, humanity and order to paſs 
without due correction. Forbid it Heavens! 
That fo diſgraceful a ſcene ſhould have hap- 


E 2 pened 


This ſecond Edition is publiſned on the 1oth of 
March, and no appearance of any relief rom them, 
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pened amongſt us = eſcape the cenſure it 
deſerves ! or that the Britiſh Parliament, fo 
humane, ſo generous, ſo ready to alliſt even 
foreigners who fly to their aid, ſhould refuſe 
to give every neceſſary relief and proteQtion 
to their own innocent ſubjefts who have met 
with fuch barbarous treatment! What idea 
will foreign nations have, when they hear that 
fuch an unchriſtian ſcene had been exhibited 
among us? Britons ! who glory ſo juſtly 
In their generous and liberal ſentiments, 
have they laid aſide all feelings of humanity ? 
have they adopted maxims of ſavage barba- 
Tity ? Have they, who cry out ſo loudly 
againſt every appearance of religious perſe- 
- cution in other nations, become themſelves 
the moſt intolerant perſccutors of their own 
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innocent and inoffenſive ſubje ds, for no 
oiher reaſon but for ſerving God according 
to their conſcience ? For after all what had 
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theſe poor Catholics done on this occaſian ? 
Had they been engaged in any riot ! Had 
they been encouraging any rebellion ! Had 
they been guilty of any the ſmalleſt breach 

of 
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of duty either as good citizens or good ſub- 
' Jets? Quite the reverſe, not the ſhadow of 
ſuch crimes was even alledged againſt them: 

on the contrary, they had given every proof 

of their love to their Country, of their at- 

tachment to their King and Conſtitution, 

and of their readineſs to ſpend their lives 

and fortunes for the defence of both: And 
from a conſciouſneſs of their own innocence 

and of the protedion they might naturally 

expect from Government on that account, 
they had preſumed to look for that relief 
from the ſeverity of the laws, which had al- 
ready been granted to their brethren in all 
other parts of the Britiſh dominions. This 
was their only crime, the daring to be good 
ſubjekts, and wiſhing to be treated as ſuch ! 
and in puniſhment of ſo daring a preſump- 
tion they have been robbed of their proper- 
ty by a lawleſs Mob, their houſes burnt, their 
perſons inſulted and their charaQters tradu- 
ced ! O Heavens! what a diſgrace to this 
country! what a tarniſh to the Britiſh gloryy 
Tell it not in Geth, ſpeak it not in Aſca- 
lon, 
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len. But alas, alas: How is it poffible 
to conceal it? already the voice of fame 
has carried it to foreign Countries! already 


our public papers are ſpreading it through 


'all the Nations of Europe! how will they 


hear the diſmal ſtory ? how will they curſe 
the barbarous Perpetrators ? Think, once 
generous hearted Britons, think what emo- 
tions aroſe in your breaſts ſome years ago, 
when the harſh and ſevere ſentence of the 
Parliament of Tholouſe againſt the unfor- 


tiunate Proteſtant family of Calas reached 


your ears; what groans of pity filled your 
breaſts? What generous indignation fired 
your minds? Will foreign nations in the 
preſent caſe be leſs affected? Will their 
hearts be leſs filled with pity for the poor 
Sufferers? Will they be leſs filled with in- 
dignation againſt their ſavage perſecutors? 
It it true the Engliſh nation may juſtly ſay 
they have no hand in the affair. In this en- 
hghtened age, when all Europe in adopting 


the moſt liberal and humane ideas, when 


even a Proteſtant Gentleman is at the head 


1 | of 


( 39') 

of the treaſury in France, and a plan aflually 
on foot for relief of the Proteſtants . there 
the Engliſh would be aſhamed if ſuch 2 
ſcene had happened in their country, and 
the treatment they have given the Roman 
Catholics among them does honour to their. 
Nation. Poor Scotland ! Unhappy fanatical 
Scotland! While all other Nations in 

Europe are adorned with the moſt humane 
and liberal Sentiments, and adopting every 
' meaſure worthy of civilization, to you alone 
is reſerved the infamous character of being, 
ſunk in your antient barbarity, and of nouri- 
ſhing in your heart the moſt viperous ſenti- 
ments of intolerate bigotry. But tho the 
Engliſh Nation had no hand in this Lair. 
will foreign nations make the diſtinction ?, 
Are England and Scotland now a days two 
ſeparate nations in the eyes of Europe ?. 


Are they not united in one body under the, 
ſame King and the ſame Parliament ? And, 


will the Parliament of Great Britain be els, 


teemed innocent, if effectual meaſures be: 
not taken to give all neceſſary redreſs. and 
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protection to the poor ſufferers? Are they 
not bound in juſtice, humanity ahd honour, 
to teſtify to the world in the moſt convine- 
ing manner, their deteſtation and abhor. 
rence of the infamous Crime? Is it neceſ- 
fary to put them in mind of this Duty, by 
propoſing the example of a PopiſhParliament 
in a ſimilar caſe ? Was the condntt of the Par- 
liament of Tholouſe in the caſe of the ſa- 
mily of Calas approved] by the French na- 
tion? Did the Legiſlature look with in · 
difference on their Condutt and confirm 
the harſh Sentence they had paſſed ? Far 
from it; no. ſooner was the Cauſe brought 
before the Supreme Court at Paris, than the 
Sentence was reverſed with fingular marks 
of diſapprobation, every poſſible juſtice was 
dohe to the injured family, and the loud and 
' univerſal aeclamations of the people on that 
oecafion clearly difeovered the Sentiments 
of the French Nation, And ſhall the equi- 
ty and humanity of the Britiſh Legiſlature 
be lefs ative in doing juſtice to their own 
innocent and faithful SubjeQs than the 
Ge French 


(48-3 
French were in the. caſe of Calas? Forbid it 
Heayens! eſpecially when ſo many circum- 
ſtances concur in favour of thc Britiſh Suf- 
ferers, and conlidering the infamous Source 
from whence their Sufferings aroſe. 

But to make up their loſſes, is but the 
ſmalleſt part of what the Nation owes them: 
What is to be done for their future Pra- 
tektion? Are they {till to be left expoſed to 
the fury of the Mob, whoſe paſſions have 
been ſo violently inflamed againſt them ? 
Their preſent ſituation is indeed deplorable, 
and their future apprehenſions dreadful, 
Every means has been uſed to expoſe them 
to the perpetual « deteſtation of the Populace. | 
For theſe three months palt, they have been 
held forth to the Public by innumerable 
advertiſements i in the News: papers as mon- 
ſters of nature; their Dotrine, their Prin- 
ciples, their Conduct, Civil and Religious, 
miſrepreſented in the higheſt degree, and 
painted out in the moſt malignant Colours, 
Pamphlets upon Pamphlets, have been pub- 


_ liſhed againſt them, containing the meſt 
F | 5 i flan⸗ 


(- 48 1} 

ſlanderous accuſations, both of their Prin- 
ciples and Praftice. They have been re- 
preſented as Enemies to every Species of 
Liberty, and unworthy to live among men. 1 
Even from the Pulpits they have been exe- 
crated in the moſt unchriſtian Declamations, 
as Victims devoted to popular fury, to ex- 
tirpate whom from the face of the earth, 
the People have been made to believe was 
a work of merit, and doing God a ſervice, 
Thus they have been perfecuted in their 
Religion in their Reputation, in their Prin- 
ciples, in their Perſons, in their Property. 
Ejected from their own houſes, which are 
reduced to a heap of ruins, they are oblig- 
ed to ſeek for ſhelter where they beſt can 
find it. Thoſe amongft them who are the 
principal Sufferers, and who had been ren- 
dered the moſt obnoxious to the populace, 
dare not appear abroad in the day-light, and 
as they have neither houſe nor home of 
their own, are obliged to ſculk about in the 
obſcurity of night, and change their quar- 
ters from time to time, leaſt by being diſco- 
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vered, they ſhould fall a pray to their Ene. 


mies. Good Heavens! Is it poſſible that 
any innocent Subjects of the Britiſh Empire 
ſhould be reduced to ſuch a ſituation, and 
the Britiſh Parliament not interpoſe to pro- 
tet them? But why do 1 ſay Innocent ? 
The preſent Sufferers are not only inno- 
cent, but they are peaceable, faithful, and 
deſerving Subjects, whoſe only Crime in 
the Eyes of their cruel Perſecutors, is their 
being ſo. And yet in. the preſent Situation 
of affairs, whilſt the ſevere Penal Laws 
ſtand in force againſt them, and inferior 
Judges have not the power to help them, 
they can bave no proſpett of an end to their 
Sufferings, unleſs the Britiſh Parliament by 
an exertion of Authority wotthy of itſelf, 
ſhall give them that Protection which their 
caſe ſo loudly demands. 


The following Copy of a Letter, is juſt come 
to hand. | 
Dear Sir, 
According to your deſire, I ſend you 
here ſuch an Eſtimate of our Loſs as can be 
F-2 got. 
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got. Ii is impoſſible to aſcertain it exaaly, 
or in {ſuch a way as to give oath upon it ; 
but I have made a particular enquiry of 
others, and what we all conjecture as neareſt 


the truth i is as follows : : 


The New Houſe, with all it's atten- 


dant Charges, coſt within a few 


pounds of = — . 1300 


The Houſe in Black Friars Wynd, 
with late repairs - 
Furniture of two Families in both 
houſes, ſuppoſed about 

A Library of curious and valuable 
Books on all the Sciences, con- 
taining about 9 or 10,000 Vo- 
lumes; I can ſet no Value upon it, 
but muſt refer that to other 


Judges“. 


400 


300 


— 


* Some Gentlemen who have ſeen this curious Cole 
lettion of {carce and valuable Books, eſtimate the Loſs at 
not leſs than, 2000 l. 


( 4s ) 
Mr. Daniel M Donald, tenant in the 


Upper Flat, by the Deſtruction of 
his well furniſhed Shop, Cellar and 
furniture, ſuppoſes his loſs to be a- 
bout - - C: 1509 
Hugh M*Grigor, Tenant in the Cel- 
lar Flat, having ſeveral of his things 
faved, conjeQured his « certain loſs. 
not to exceed — 20 
Jobn Thomſon, Tenant alſo in the 
Cellar Flat, computes hi: loſs 40 
Alexander M Donald, Tenant in the 


Garret, gives his loſs at — 10 
Mr. Lockart, Shoe-maker, computes | 
his loſs to be about = - 200 


Miſs M*Intoſh, who had an apartment 
in the houſe of Black Friars Wynd 
was robbed of all her effects, which 
tho' but of ſmall value, was much | 
to her, and is conjedured at 30 


Mr. Bagnal of Glaſgow 2000 
Wich ſome few others whoſo loſs was leſs 
conſiderable, 


But 
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But beſides the ſums here ſpecified, ought 
alſo to be conſidered the ſubſequent loſs 
each particular muſt incur from the extra- 
ordinary charges they are put to for want of 
bouſes between term time, and from their 
inability of proſecuting their lawful employ- 
ments till they get themſelves put in a way 
of buſineſs again. The reaſon ſome of them 
are ſtated fo low, is becauſe the two te- 
nants in the cellar flats, and the one ip 
the garret flat were trade's- people of a 
lower ſtation in life, had not things of ſuch 
value, and ſaved part of them. And if it 
be aſked why, having ſo long warning be- 
ſore-hand, the others did not endeavour to 
get the moſt of their effects put out of the 
way ? The reaſon is, that nobody ever 
imagined the mob would go ſuch lengths as 
they did, much leſs was it ever dreamed that 
they would be allowed to do ſo; the houſe 
was well ſecured with a good wall, and 
ftrong gates fufficient to keep the mob at 
bay, for ſeveral hours, as in fat was the caſe; 
for though they began at Twelve o'Clock 

on 
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on Tueſday to aſſault the Houſe, it was Five 
in the Evening before the Doors were bro- 
ken, and who could have imagined that ef- 
ſectual help would not have been ſent in 
that time? As for Mr. M Donald's Shop 
and Mr. Lockart's Houſe and Shop which 
were together, It was never . dreamed that 
the Mob had any particular intention againſt 
them till they fell upon them. Beſides, moſt 
of People thought that if the Furniture 
| had been carried off before hand, it would 
have ſhown a dread which might have invi- 
ted the Mob the ſooner to attack them. 
Having many other Letters on hand, I have 
been obliged to 1 a Friend to write 
this for me. 


mar 18th Feb. I remain, dear Sir, 
1779. 


Your moſt buinble Servant, 


Extraft of a Letter from Edinburgh. 


The Public will doubtleſs be ſurpriſed 
that the Edinburgh News-papers have given 


lo very imperſett an account of the late 
barbarous 


18) 
ba-bargus, Riot againſt the Roman Ca- 
tholics ; and that fome of them have made 
no mention of it af all, But the following 
is the reaſon of their filence: The Ma- 
giſtrates and other Crown Officers, ſeem - 
ingly aſhamed of their conduft on that oc- 
cafion, and perhaps afraid of the conſe. 
quences, ſent for the Publiſhers of all the 
Edinburgh papers to the Council Chamber, 


and ftriQly - charged them under pain of 


their Diſpleaſure, not to publiſh, any thing 


concerning it, without 0 een. 


Approbation, . 


